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Octobre 1983 - Manifestation anti-nucléaire - Bruxelles (plus de 400 000 manifestats

HAMSI Boubeker

2 albums available on all platforms

- HAMSI BOUBEKER, chante les berbéres de Kabylie
- Le chant des profondeurs

CONTACT

info@hamsi.be
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PRESS RELEASE

SPECIAL - INFORMATION
Following the failure of the New York-based company Frederiksberg Records LLC (Vingaard) to comply with its contractual obligations, and upon the
recommendation of HAMSI Boubeker’s legal counsel, the artist has requested that platforms suspend the download and exploitation of the album Le Chant des

profondeurs.

This precautionary measure aims to safeguard the artist’s full rights, pending
the album’s re-release under his own control.

As of now, two albums are once again available on all platforms.
The artist has personally overseen the re-release of Le Chant des profondeurs and has taken this opportunity to also make available the album HAMSI Boubeker
chante les Berbéres de Kabylie.

Two Iconic Albums — Available on All Platforms

e HAMSI Boubeker chante les Berbéres de Kabylie — 1982

e Le Chant des profondeurs — 1988

Recorded in Brussels, these two World Music albums mark the early musical explorations of HAMSI Boubeker. They offer a unique dialogue between Kabyle Berber
tradition and influences from world music — Irish, Breton, and jazz — revealing a musical language that is both deeply rooted and distinctly open.

HAMSI Boubeker — An Ocuvre Between Music, Memory and Commitment

A key figure in the Brussels artistic scene, of Kabyle origin (Algeria), HAMSI Boubeker has, for over four decades, developed a singular and profoundly humanist
body of work at the crossroads of cultures and disciplines.

Inherently multidisciplinary, his artistic journey is shaped by a constant dialogue between memory, creation, and transmission, where each form of expression
enriches and extends the others.

A Musical Work with International Reach

According to data from SABAM, in 2022, HAMSI Boubeker’s musical works crossed borders extensively, being broadcast in numerous countries worldwide,
including the Netherlands, Algeria, Hungary, Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy, Spain, Ireland, the United Kingdom, Norway, Finland, Portugal,
Cyprus, Vietnam, Romania, the Czech Republic, Austria, as well as the United States.

On digital platforms, in 2025, his song “Pot Pourri” confirms this growing enthusiasm, with over 1.4 million views on TikTok, reflecting increasing international
interest in his musical universe.

Foundational Musical Roots
Before establishing himself in the field of visual arts, music was the artist’'s primary mode of expression.
Trained at the conservatory of Béjaia and later in Algiers, HAMSI| Boubeker developed an early vocal style that is both sensitive and deeply

Between 1979 and 1988, he recorded several major works, including Le Chant des profondeurs (1988), a landmark piece proposing an original
dialogue between Kabyle Berber tradition and world music influences.

é:n e&ﬂ)y as 1976, he performed with his choir in France (Choralies of Vaison-la-Romaine), and later in England at the Leicester Festival (Europa

Having settled in Belgium in 1978, he performed in numerous concerts in Brussels (Botanique, Ancienne Belgique, Forest National), throughout
Wallonia, and in festivals in Ghent, Bruges, and Ostend.

In 1982, out of solidarity, he gave numerous concerts as part of anti-nuclear, anti-racist, and peace movements.

Between 1983 and 1984, he formed a new group with musiclans of diverse origins, renewing his musical approach while preservlng its Kabyle
authenticity. He perfon'ned in Belgium, Franoe, y (Moussem Festival in Diisseldorf), the Netherlands, and Switzerland

In 1989, he composed the music for the documentary KATEB Yacine, L’Amour et la révolution, produced by the C.B.A.

A Committed Music

For HAMS, artistic creation is inseparable from humanist commitment.

Throughout his career, he has participated in numerous cultural and solidarity initiatives, expressing a universalist vision summarized in his own words:
“My songs are weapons that bring life.”

From Music to Painting — A Plural Imprint

A multidisciplinary Brussels-based artist of Kabyle origin, HAMSI Boubeker has, since the late 1980s, developed a distinctive pictorial body of work.

His paintings—luminous, vibrant, and warm—draw their inspiration from the living memory of Kabylie. They depict scenes rich in emotion and authenticity,
celebrating transmission, tradition, and the dignity of popular cultures.

Institutional Recognition

Based in Brussels since 1980, HAMSI Boubeker actively contributes to the promotion of Kabyle and Mediterranean cultures.
In 1999, he was commissioned to design the decoration of the Lemonnier premetro station.

This station underwent a major renovation in 2009 in the presence of several ministers.

That same year, he was awarded the rank of Officer of the Order of the Crown by the Kingdom of Belgium, in recognition of his entire artistic work and
humanitarian commitment.

Les Mains de PEspoir — A Universal Artistic Project
At the heart of his work, the project Les Mains de I’Espoir embodies a participatory and international artistic vision.

May 1982 — Concert held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands



Discography
- Si tu veux la paix prépare I'enfance, booklet / 7-inch vinyl = in support of UNICEF, 1988, Belgium

- AFUS DEG FUS, cassette — Azwaw, 1978, France

- Ad-Yidir, 7-inch vinyl — Azwaw, 1978, France

- CCNAN-UZEMUR, 7-inch vinyl — Azwaw, 1978, France

- HAMSI Boubeker chante les Berbéres de Kabylie, LP (12-inch vinyl) - Self-produced, Belgium

- Contes berberes de Kabylie - MEDIA ANIMATION, 1992, Belgium

- Le Chant des profondeurs, LP (12-inch vinyl) — Self-produced, 1995, Belgium
- Houria, 7-inch vinyl - Algeria

- Tameyra dit gurarin, cassette — Editions berberes, France

- M’rahba, compilation — Dutch Radio, Netherlands

- Contes kabyles de mon enfance, CD (French version) — Cordon Musical ASBL, 2014, Belgium
- Le Chant des profondeurs — international distribution by Frederiksberg Records LLC, 2022
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TAMEYRA DI TGURARIN 1' 50"
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

AXANAB 4' 01"
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

U’HENNI 3'47"
Traditionnel/ Ahmed Oumaziz/ Adaptation : Hamsi Boubeker

NNUBA B-WEM YAR 2' 15 "
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

EKERTE AN - NEDDU 3' 08"
Taourirt Hamid, Abdelli/ Hamsi Boubeker

SALAMO 2' 36"
(Tiré du répertoire de FAhellil - Timimoun)
Adaptation : Hamsi Boubeker

POT POURRI 2' 40"
Adaptation/Hamsi Boubeker

ABRIDIW 3' 39"
Adaptation/Hamsi Boubeker

Hamsi Boubeker : Rythmique, Bendir, darbouka, guitare, Chant

R.G : Basse rythmique

J.P.A : Percussions, cangas - tambour
Afkir Mimoun : Bendir, percussions
Jeannot Gilles : Violons

J.P Coullon : Flates

Prise de son : Daniel Léonl, Studio :CARAMELLE
Mixage : Hamsi Boubeker/Daniel Léon
Magquette : Alain Chang / Kris Hermann
lllustration : Alain Chang

chante les Berbeéeres de Kabyvlie

HAMSI BOUBEKER



M'RAHBA 6' 19"
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

LIBERTE 5' 06"

Meziane Rachid, Martin Nizet, Christian Noeds
Adaptation bernard Lescolier

Musique Hamsi Boubeker

LISTAAMAR 3'18"
Traditionnel/ Adaptation : Hamsi Boubeker

ITTEBALEM 4’ 13 “
Hamsi Boubeker/Hamsi Boubeker

TANESLITHE4' 36"
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

SINE LETYUR 4' 30"
Taourirt Hamid, Abdelli/ Hamsi Boubeker

TAFETE 4' 15"
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

Hamsi boubeker : Chant, guitare, percussions, synthétiseur, voix
Debiévre Arlane : Fltes (traversiére, indienne, irlandaise), ghaita, voix
Geoff Leigh : Saxophone ténor, baryton

Debiésme Pierrot : Guitare électrique, acoustique, mandole, voix
Ongena Alain : Basse électrique

Narcisse Plerre : Batterie, congas, darbouka

El Afia Jalil : Bendir, darbouka, qargabou, hajouj, tablas, voix

Prise de son : Francis Delwell, Studio : D.E.S. Musicland — Bruxelles
Mixage : Hamsi Boubeker/ Mr. Sound Studio

Direction artistique, arrangements : Hamsi Boubeker

llustration pochette : Hamsi Boubeker, Michéle Craps

Photo : Christian Collignon

Chants kabyles - Algérie
Bruxelles mai 1988

IL.e chant des profondeurs



The two albums by HAMSI Boubeker each bring together eight
tracks deeply rooted in the Kabyle musical tradition, while fully
embracing the spirit of world music, reflecting its openness and
universality.

Produced in Brussels in 1982 and 1988, these albums respond to a
clear artistic necessity: to carry a music imbued with memory,
identity, and intercultural dialogue beyond borders. At the
crossroads of influences, HAMSI Boubeker offers a body of work in
which the richness of Kabyle soundscapes meets a universal
sensibility, reminding us that it is through harmony that differences
are cultivated.

HAMSI Boubeker chante les Berbéres de Kabylie and Le Chant des
profondeurs thus stand as true odes to freedom, peace, and
fraternity. This committed dimension was notably acknowledged by
Kateb Yacine, who wrote:

“Here is another freedom fighter of song, HAMSI Boubeker. He
carries weapons that do not kill, but weapons that give life.”

The lyrics explore universal and deeply human themes: freedom
(Thilelli), hope (Tafete), celebration (Ittebalen), hospitality and the
richness of diversity (M’rahba), freedom of expression (Adrar), as
well as a profound attachment to Kabylia. The track Adrar highlights
the issue of prisoners of conscience, a reality that persists across
many contemporary contexts.

Through these works, HAMSI Boubeker positions himself within an
artistic approach in which music becomes a universal language,
capable of connecting people beyond borders. This perspective,
intrinsic to world music, gives his compositions a distinctive
resonance on the international stage.

These albums enabled him to perform on numerous stages in
Belgium and abroad, as well as to take part in major festivals,
contributing to the international recognition of Kabyle culture
through a global artistic dialogue.

Alongside his musical career, the artist has also been actively
involved on a voluntary basis with organizations such as Oxfam,
Ligue des Droits de I'Homme, and UNICEF. Through his
performances, he has supported numerous causes, including the
fight against racism, nuclear disarmament, the defense of migrants’
rights, and the denunciation of injustice.

His work has also received broad media recognition, with numerous
features and coverage across both audiovisual and print media.
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Several press articles and television programmes have given favourable reviews, both in Belgium (RTBF, BRT, TELE
?Rl.'ls)l(ELliE?, TV BRUSSEL, etc.) and abroad (Algeria, the Netherlands, Canada, Morocco, Syria,

unisia, etc.).
You can watch numerous videos featuring the artist on his YouTube channel. TV programmes, music videos, reports...
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A la féte du 1er mai du Parti Quvrier Socialiste

Hamsi Boubeker : un berbére
de chez nous

Ny sura de la musique, & I
Ancienne Belgique la 30 avril.
Hamsi Boubeker viendra, avec
sas musicians, nous dire dans
une langue gque nous ne par-
lons pas, des choses gue nous
compranons fort blen ...

Pramidre question, pau originale :
qui es-tu, d'od viens-tu 7

J# s wn Berbdre. Je sis ad én
Kabylie, une région o”Algdrie, & Bejain
(Bougiel. C'est whe wile gui 8 el
leurs une wedle fradition cuffurelle i
MURCHe. J8 g ad en awd B2 an
pleine guarre o ndépendance, Nows
dtigns dours anfants, of mon pdre
travadlat deng les mines ou au port,
Avoir des pommes oo favre 4 rfabis,
c'dait une fite, En plus ds fa misdre, i
¥ avaft o gueme, i Mot guolidrenng,
Nows auilres, enfanis, nous ne com-
PrEenions pRS POUNQLOY On 58 TWEW,
YRS MWES BEVKOTS OF gu Blrar ia mart
oy frappal dang notre famile,

Ja did nffuencd par frovs cul-
lureg, Hen sdr. b cufture arabo-
musimane, mais suasl B cwllune
framgaise - § Mdcole, jBporenals s
foine o fgg ChEAS0AS o8 France, IF &
i maiEge, ORNE WE DEF de ma rdre,
J& lantendais EpnneT 585 J0IBE 8 88
chagnng dans fr langue berbére. La
langue of les chanis, car e chantai
beaucoum

A Finddoendanca, i snfn pd me
balgder sans ganger 0ans ma vl .. &
¥ ddcouynr un cansenaroing traditian-
nel, Je Fal frdguentd pendant six ans.
Mais casr & Alger, pendant mas

. Qe Jar découvart by chanf
chora!, s partiions, e solfége, &
COOpEFalnn enird musiciens, v res-
pect mutusl gue ool impligue, [Nate
c'asf ung atrmosphdne gue Boubeker
AROrECE Wraurmenl, pusgu Buouna T
dgvanu Bruxelods, o particips assigd-
men aux acrhutds oune chorale oe
Saint-Jozse 1.

Quand as-tu commencd & dcrire
iaE propres chansons 7

Javais un pev plvs de wingt ans. Ja
fes & chantdes an France, on Angile-
tmrre. Les gens m'y disaent v Tiens,
cels me ressemble pas 4 de b musique
arabe ¥, parce Que souvent fowl ce
qu'ils connaiiament, o'diad la grande
chanfeuse égypbenne Oum Kalsowm,
Maiz rpn gu'sn Algdrie, J v & fout un
trésor musical, trés OVvers © les musi
ques de Kabybe, des Aurds, du Swd...
Midvme id-has, les gens ne connassent
pas cefte rohasss. La : ka-
byle, an m'en oit parfods - w Cals fad
PENERT 8 li MUSIQUE grécgus, ou & la
musigue bretonne [y

Je swis « montd v en France, (‘s
voyagé en Belgique, @ e pas pd
rentrer en France & couse des lofs

Le 21 mars & la Maigzon Internationals de Gembloux @ s 24 & la Maisc
Jeunes de Forest ; le 31 & Lidge au gals Ecolo ; le 4 avril & Likge
Ermulation ; ke 7 & Brusglles au Botanique @ b 21/4 & la féte unis
Maison Haute & Bruxelles, Er blen sdr, ke 30 awril & I'Antienne Bel
Harmsi Boubsker & produit un disgue que vous pouvaz trouver dn
ragasing Oufarm ou cher Media-Animation, 32 rue de la Caserns . B

Stoldru... alors je me Suis nstald on
Beigigue of o' commencd & donner
des concerts. C¥fait an 1980

Od jounis-tu 7

S foud dans dnormédment de fdes
de soldarté, anti-racisres, anfi-
mmm_ Sowrvent. on me disalf
rr‘.HSl-.rrm, 0 na pAF wWh S0U, mais
ST DOWF I8 Couse b Alors je fpuss
graful, oU pour un cachser dénsoine.
Cald m's joud des fours, car en fant
w’-mpﬂnﬁn:ﬁ Fal deg sommas 4
payer, que [mie joud geatuit oy pas,
Awjourd Ty encore, _f:l el pat g
cher mod, e wn toit grdce & J
solidantd o 'ames.

Dans ces fifes, jo ltouchais un
publc besucoup pivs bdlge gue
maghrdbin, parce que les immigrds
WA Sen nomitrew & ces fdles, fa
Plupart du termps. Ns restent dans feur
propre pnieers coliveel, Mas guand
on Meur propose guaigue chose g
feur #er desting, M @ wennant, Par
u!‘i.rruliu_._ lors d'un fesrival das cwi-
fures munontaes ow 5'esr ddrould
rdcemmant & PAnclenne Belgigue, &
Bruxelies. L&, dx ont Fimpression de
raddeouvny gualgue chose qul lewr

appartiont
Er pmirh-fuﬂr u grand choc, frés

frigfe !l rad de mon pd
JBmals Besucoup, Je SUTE reto
Algdre, 1w areftd de fower un
femps. Ja  ndfldeln, [y
beavcoup de choses. J ai chan
mion rdpwrtodne, foutes mas ch
et jv chanfe ddsormais mes 1
femfes. o8 o ndtad pag
supardvant. Jy parle de Mex
faim, des prisons, du Besain |
mads pUER o9 M Pdre, La Mg
Irés smpartant powr o |

Et ta musigue 7

) FF:I'IIEI Suvg antourd de
profgssonnels ©  gufansie, |
covirebassisie, deux pércus
tes... plus ma guiders. M
waurmenl guon falf un frds oy
e, Lo matides prevm
ancianng, ©est du foldore, |
Fadapie, ¥ 8y fai un mdiange |
ecoigentsl @t de Hodité, Ca n'
L TSI CONEue pour day
POUrTant, Srvent, s pans w
prdz de fa scéme ef densent. |
oF QU ESndne.  parce  gu
MOAERE JUe &85t une musigue
Qi donve anvig 0y pavTicID ey

Fropos I'll:lﬂ_}

THE BELGIAN ECONOMIC JOURNAL - Avril 1987

Le poids des notes

Hamsi Boubeker est arrivé par hasard en Belgique. Depuis 1978,
il'y joue sa musique, ou plutét celle de son pays. Avec succeés.

amsi Boubeker est né an

1952 & Bejaia. Dans la vie

quotidienne de sa famille,
au sens africain du terma, les
femmes sont omniprésentes.
Les hommes sont 4 la ville pour le
travail et I'indispensable argent |
Au milieu de cette as fé-
minine, Hamsi vit entouré de
chants, de danses, d'histoires
racontées par les grand-méres
qui las ont alles-mémes appnses
des afeuls. La guerre d'i -
dance limite I'horizon de I'enfant
i ce cercle plus ou moins res-
treint. Quelle richessa pourtant

dans cette culture |
En 1962, I'Algéria nait. Le
choc | A dix ans, Hamsi décou-

vre, SinOn SOn pays, tout au
moins la ville a1 sas environs. Be-
jaia abrite un conservatoire de
musique traditionnella. Pour le
jeuna . ¢'est la rencontre,
mnﬂ grands maitres, de la ri-
chesse musicale : «Nous allions
deux heures par jour au conser-
vatoire, Cent-vingt minutes seu-
lement tout ce qu'il y avait &

lauréat |'améne a Alger. Son
cée possade heursusement ml-,r:
chorale dont, bien sir, il fait tout
de suite partia. Pour la [
fois, c'est le contact avec la scé-
ne, avec le publc : «J'ai décou-
vert alors le chant ique
inconnu dans la musique tradi-
tionnelle ainsi que la lecture
d'une partitions.

Hamsi Boubeker se lance &
corps perdu dans 'aventure de la
Chorale Polyphonique d’Alger :
| composé
pérants l‘ranr,:mnﬁ mhﬁ ﬂ

- g
de créer un véritable répertoire
algérien de chants polyphoni-
QUass.

En 1974, la chorale représen-
te I'Algérie aux célébres Chora-

lies de Vezon-la-Romaine en

H. Boubeker

France : «Nous avions déjd sou-
vent chanté en public mais ce fut
une double révélation. Pour nous
tout d'abord avec I'émotion in-
tense que procure une prestation
devant 6.000 personnes. Pour le
public ensui 3: approchait
pour la premiére fois la chanson
algénennes. Hamsi chante égale-
man ‘I?:Slj’ cette occasion,

sen 13 m & est sa
vie. Il compose rﬁgq.lsrmrm
dirige sa propre chorale et se

it encore en Europe avec la
Pol
En 1976, appel les dra-

peaux pour un service.de 24
mois : «Jai été affecté dans une
casemne du Sud du pays. Avec
d'autres fous de musique, nous
avons créé un groupe vocal ét
instrumental qui a fait la tournéde
ﬂ:::h““m“ algériennass.

LI'!'IEH.IHE moks, S0n s8rvi-
cadwlnt civil; il est muté au
Centre de Recherche d'ethno-

MUSH ie din Fun

Cermvain algtriee. Biouioud Riarm-
meri : «les archives du centre
sont d'une richesse fabuleuse.
J'y ai puisé une multitude de ban-
des sonores qui m’ont paEl;nism
gan:l Vo musical. i
| o nfficm HUITtI“IInI:liI:*

sions dans la Sud pour enregis-
trer les chants tanés lors
des fétes. C'est alors que la di-
versité de nos musiques m'est
clairements.

ﬁx ans plus tard, il part en
France pour enregistrer une cas-
satte. Par accident il vient en Bel-
gique. Neuf années plus tard, il y
vit touyours | « Votre pays a été
une wvéritable révélation. A
Bruxelles par exemple, on voit le
ciel et iln'y a pas trop de monde.
Dans la capitale belge, Hamsi ne
connait personne : «l'ai été ac-
cueilli par une dame extraordinai-
re, M™ in, qui m'a inté-
gré & sa familles.

Au début, il joue ci-et-1a, tout
seul avec sa guitare. Au fil des re-
présentations, il attire I'atten-
tion. La radio passe sa musigue,
les journaux lui consacrent des
articles. En 1981, il sort, 4 comp-
te d'auteur, son premier album
exclusivemnent produit en %
que. Il forme un groupe avec
musiciens professionnels bel-
ges : «Tout en gardant ses raci-

nes kabyle, ma musique a ainsi
acquis une plus interna-
tionalités.

En 1985, il réalise un album de
contes enfants at de musi-
ques f rh . : wln succés,
surtout aup 85 enseignants
belges qui, pour la premiére fois,
possédaient du maténel sonore
pour nitier leurs aléves i la culu-
re arabey.

Depuis lors, Hamsi Boubeker
t;mm:unmr"'i.EI e S

u L)
d'un livre de poémes illustré par
u “lalw! h n“lﬁr &5 ‘H”m_

d’m';uihﬁmuthil’a'ﬁ-
Bas, il'a encore trouvé le temps

de réaliser, en collaboration avec
des artistes belges, un 45 tours
de chansons d'enfants au profit
dui‘uruuf“ . Conclusion : «Je rads;
@ en ique, ¢'est le cosur
I'Europe. 'Ft‘lou 1i musique de
mon pays, ¢ est un tremplin ex-
ceptionnels.

N
"Le chant

des profondesrs”

C'est au plus prolond de sa mé-
rroina que Hamsl Boubeker est
ald chercher son Inspiration.
Toule 50n enfance & &bé bercée
par ke chant des lemmes. Kabny-
le originaire de Bejaia en Algd-
ria, il a 13 ans lorsau'll entre aw

BON compond oo
irois Beiges, d'un Marocain et
oumé a

HAMS| BOUBEKER

Le Chani Des Profendeurs CDA 03

Hamsi Boubeker is & Ksbyle musician from
Algerin now resbdent In Belghum siter o period in
Parie. His album, made with tho bolp of ane
Monaccan. one English and several Belgian musicians,
wullers saverely in the wakeo of Carte De Sojour's
Omce again, it mivoes traditional Arabic instruments
withi Wsiern, but the whobs thing convevs an ais
of blandness and, particulasly whern percuss jenists
are involved. & limpoess comparable with moch
smconi-siring Ewropean ‘Tolk mck’. The letier
accompanying the albam staies that he gings aboui
Imporinnt themes, bul unlortenaiely there is linle
informatian an tho fairly cheaps, hand-writton

ooven. Frr miodern Kabsle muisie, look o Globestyle's
wcelbend Alcene Adirosd relnase which we reviessd
recently.

‘F.:L.k‘. :ch}_IS w. K.
199%

Hamsi Boubeker
d‘ﬂﬂ.ﬂ og
Zijn berbers
NLI het dangustige volk
e nlsmanr vaker wondt
mecgesleurd door de opawe
pende lonen van “ral™ en
anibere Moordafrikaanse ge
huiden zou de musich van
Hamsi Boubcker, con Alge
rjn die al tien jaar in Brossel
woonl, wel cems voor de
cerstvolgends verfasting
kunnen zorgen. Zijn rocenie
i dpee “Le chant des profon:
| dheurs™, beval meerstemmige
' berberliederen wit de land.
streck Kabylid, masr dan in
versies dic enigszins aan de
maoderne (fjdugocst zijn aan
gcpast, Bowbeker  hecfi,
naast son Marokkean, ook
nog 3 Belgen in zijn groop,
mingt over vrijhesd en (kublu
redel  onderdrukking  em
schirikt er nbet voor Lefug am
oef paar cnwilfjes jaze om
funk doorhcen de ritmische
Maghrebsaus ¢ mengen.
Volksmuziek in cen elek
1 irisch jasje dus: vanavond
om L0 w mee e maken
in Zaal Woorsit e Geniids)

Randy Newman
' witverkocht

ET komcert wan Handy

Mewman in Die Waran
de is witverkochy. Het is dus
oanodig ponder ticket maar
Turnhowt af & eakken,
Waar wdl nog plaais is, is op
Brugges Festival, alwaar
Manos Hadpdakis koncer
teert, mel in zym voorpro-
grammia hat Micuwzeeland-
e tra Marmon Aris Mahi
naarang Tocker en Robbic
Laven. Omverwacht boerock
in Brugge is dus wel moge
lijk.
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HAMSI Boubeker, a multi-talented artist

Born in Béjata, Algeria, in 1952, HAMSI Boubeker was nurtured by the
enchanting stories of his native region, which infused his soul with
immeasurable cultural richness. Despite the turmoil of the Algerian War, his
passion for art always shone like a guiding light, shaping his destiny.

In 1979, he settled in Belgium, where his artistic genius flourished through an
eclectic blend of music, singing, storytelling, and painting. A fearless
autodidact, HAMSI Boubeker has forged his talent with unwavering
determination, captivating minds and hearts with his boundless creativity.

From the very beginning, his artistic aura ignited international stages, his
canvases resonating with the rhythms of his Kabyle heritage and his vision of
universal peace. His exhibitions, like sensory journeys, have crossed
continents—from Brussels to London, from Paris to Assen, from Geneva to
Algiers—captivating ever-growing audiences with his radiant message of
fraternity.

Yet HAMSI Boubeker does not merely paint; he builds bridges between
cultures, bringing together hands from across the globe to contribute to a
more harmonious world. His initiative Les Mains de I'Espoir has resonated
across 82 countries, earning recognition from UNESCO and touching the
hearts of future generations.

Among his many achievements, his historic meeting with Pope Francis at the
Vatican in 2023 remains a powerful symbol of his unwavering commitment to
peace and fraternity.

Through his vibrant works, HAMSI Boubeker celebrates life in all its splendor,
capturing the very essence of humanity with infinite tenderness. His art
transcends borders, uniting people in a symphony of colors and smiles,
upholding timeless values of sharing, harmony, and resilience.

A passionate witness to his time, HAMSI Boubeker immortalizes each moment
and emotion, offering the world a mirror reflecting the beauty and diversity of
our planet. His legacy is that of a man who, through his brushes and words,
shapes a world where culture, peace, and love shine brightly.

Career Path

HAMSI Boubeker, born on April 22, 1952, in Béjaia (Kabylia, Algeria), spent his
childhood during the Algerian War. He comes from a family of eleven children.
In 1979, he moved to Belgium, where he has lived ever since, obtaining
Belgian citizenship in 1990.

A versatile and self-taught artist, HAMSI Boubeker expresses his creativity
across multiple disciplines, including music, singing, storytelling, and painting.
His reputation as an accomplished artist is firmly established both in Belgium

and internationally, with numerous features dedicated to him in newspapers,
radio, and television in Belgium and abroad. He is the author of several
musical albums and literary works, including children’s tales, art books, poetry
collections, and various catalogues.

He has also co-authored an illustrated cookbook featuring his own artworks
and designs unique calendars that reflect the richness of his artistic universe.

From the outset of his painting career in 1988, HAMSI Boubeker exhibited his
work internationally. His first exhibition took place at the Musée Charlier in
Brussels in 1989.

In 1991, he participated in the international exhibition PRISMA 90 in Belgium,
where he received a diploma of honor. He also took part in group exhibitions,
notably at Galerie PRO ARTE KASPER in Switzerland, where he was awarded a
participation diploma. In 1988, as part of the International Year of Peace, he
produced a booklet and 7-inch vinyl entitled “Si tu veux la paix, prépare
Fenfance” in support of UNICEF.

In 1992, he exhibited at the Musée Nalf in Lasne, where he won first prize at
the International Competition. In 1993, he exhibited at the Africa Center
Gallery in London. As a global citizen, he launched in 1994 the international
initiative Les Mains de I'Espoir, which brought together participants from
eighty-two countries and was awarded by UNESCO in 2000. To support this
initiative, he founded the association Afous pour la paix in 1995.

Over the years, HAMSI Boubeker has continued to exhibit his work in
numerous prestigious venues, including the European Parliament in
Strasbourg in 1996, the Emmen Art Center in the Netherlands in 1997, and the
Drents Museum in Assen in 1999.

He also presented his Les Mains de I’Espoir works in Geneva, Switzerland, and
organized the creation of a 10 x 10 meter mural for peace at the International
Conference Centre during the 3rd Francophonie Youth Gathering, involving
144 young participants from 49 countries, in the presence of Boutros Boutros-
Ghali.

In 2003, he participated in the illustrators’ exhibition at the Institut du Monde
Arabe in Paris, and in 2004, he exhibited at the Contemporary Art Center in
Seville, Spain.

Between 2005 and 2006, HAMSI Boubeker created a new collection entitled
Paroles Tissées, inspired by Kabyle Berber motifs. This series, composed of 58
banners measuring 53 x 212 cm, was exhibited in Belgium and Algeria in 2012.
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In 2009, his works were used to illustrate the Lemonnier station of the
Brussels metro, and an art film entitied Empreinte de la vie was dedicated to
him by Yves Gervais and Stéphanie Meyer. That same year, he was awarded
the high distinction of Officer of the Order of the Crown by Fadila Laanan, in
recognition of his entire artistic and humanitarian career.

He subsequently exhibited at the Schungfabrik Cultural Centre in Kayl, Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg, in 2011, and at the Baya Gallery in the Palace of Culture
in Algiers, Algeria, in 2012.

In 2012, he was honoured as an Honorary Citizen of the city of Béjaia by the
Regional Theatre of Béjala. On that occasion, several renowned artists,
including Djamel Allam, took part in the event.

In 2013, he was decorated for the second time as Knight of the Order of the
Belgian Cross, a distinction awarded by the Royal Philanthropic Society of the
Decorated and Medalled of Belgium. That same year, he exhibited in his
hometown of Béjaia at the Regional Theatre, in the presence of Fadila Laanan.

In 2014, he exhibited at the Hétel de Ville de Paris during the 20th Maghreb
des Livres, as well as at the Art Company Gallery in Brussels.

In 2015, he returned to exhibit at the Schungfabrik in Kayl, Luxembourg. In
2016, the Musée Charlier devoted a major retrospective to him entitled La
Terre est mon village, presenting more than 70 works. On this occasion, he
was named Honorary Citizen of the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode.
That same year, he presented the same collection at the Orangerie of the
Chateau de Sucy-en-Brie in France.

In 2017, he exhibited his collection Motifs Tissés at the Algerian Cultural
Centre in Paris (April), followed by La Terre est mon village at Galerie-Fedactio
in Brussels (May). In April and May 2018, he presented Paroles tissées, a series
of works inspired by Kabyle motifs, at The Black Wall in Brussels. In July and
August of the same year, he exhibited again at the Palace of Culture in Algiers,
at the Baya Gallery.

In 2019, he exhibited at the Intercommunal Media Library of Longwy in
France. That same year, he was appointed as a member of the International
Jury for the competition “PAIX, Youth in the Service of Peace”, organised by
France Télévisions and UNESCO. Between October and December 2019, he
also exhibited at the Flemish Cultural Centre of Forest in Brussels.

In May 2022, HAMSI Boubeker exhibited several works at Espace Art Gallery in
Brussels and signed a contract with the New York-based company
Frederiksberg Records LLC for the official reissue and distribution of his LP Le
Chant des profondeurs.

In April and May 2023, he exhibited his collection Kabylie de mon enfance at
the Algerian Cultural Centre in Paris, as well as another collection entitled Le
Hammam at EXPO ATELIER 64 in Brussels.

On Wednesday, May 31, 2023, HAMSI Boubeker had the honour of meeting
Pope Francis at the Vatican, where he personally presented his artwork Paix
fraternelle (acrylic and ink on paper, 30 x 40 cm), created from the tracing of

his hand and accompanied by a message of peace. This work is part of the
international initiative Les Mains de I’Espoir, launched by the artist in
collaboration with children from more than 82 countries.

He was also appointed by the Brussels-Capital Region Public Transport
Infrastructure Directorate to design and supervise the reintegration and
expansion of the existing artwork Les Mains de ’Espoir in the future
Lemonnier tram station in Brussels. This station will become a unique space
dedicated to peace, featuring new colourful works created from handprints of
Nobel Peace Prize laureates, as well as figures from the artistic, humanitarian,
sporting, spiritual worlds, and anonymous individuals committed to human

rights.

On May 25, 2024, he received the International “Etats d’Ames” Prize, with the
distinction “Lauriers d’Or”, for his exhibition La Terre est mon village (2022) at
Espace Art Gallery in Brussels.

As part of the creation of a space dedicated to the history of Béjala, located in
the port terminal reserved for travellers, his artwork La Cruche (acrylic on
canvas) was reproduced and installed at the entrance, alongside that of the
renowned artist Baya. HAMSI Boubeker was the only artist from Béjala
selected for this honour.

From September to October 2024, he exhibited his collection Motifs tissés at
Espace Delahaut in Evere. That same year, he created a new collection of
around thirty portraits entitled Femmes kabyles : Héritage et identité, which
he exhibited in December 2024 at EXPO ATELIER 64 in Brussels, and later at
CRIC Charleroi in January 2025. At the same time, he devoted himself to co-
writing and illustrating new tales as part of the collection Contes kabyles de
mon enfance.

In May 2025, he exhibited his illustrations Contes de mon enfance at Bib Josse,
the municipal library of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode, with the participation of
Chafiaa KHEMSI, co-author and translator of the work.

At the end of May, together with Chafiaa KHEMSI, he co-founded the cultural
and humanitarian association REMINISCENCE, of which he serves as president.

From June 21 to September 13, 2025, the Province of Liége devoted a major
retrospective to the artist at the prestigious B3 — Passage des Arts. The
exhibition, entitled La Terre est mon village — Une exposition qui nous
ressemble, qui nous rassemble, unfolded across seven thematic spaces, each
presenting a diversity of works representative of his universe. Alongside the
exhibition, workshops—including plate painting, Les Mains de I’Espoir, and
storytelling inspired by his creations—brought together children and adults in
warm and creative moments.

On January 17-18, 2026, as part of Yennayer’Art, he exhibited during the
celebration of the Amazigh New Year (2976) at the Grande Mosquée de Paris.
From February 5 to 27, 2026, an exhibition of illustrations Contes de mon
enfance by HAMSI Boubeker and Chafiaa KHEMSI was held at the Town Hall of
Etterbeek.

With his radiant and multicoloured painting, HAMSI Boubeker casts upon the world a childlike gaze, presenting it as he wishes it to be—bathed in sunlight, filled
with laughter, scattered with joyful colours, vibrant with life, and grounded in peace, harmony, and sharing. He positions himself as a messenger of Kabyle
culture—an oral tradition deeply dear to him—whose immense richness might have faded into oblivion without his work of preservation and transmission.

Deeply in love with life and profoundly attentive to the people he encounters, HAMSI Boubeker leaves a trace of every experience, every meeting, and every
memory within his work, as if to bear witness to his unwavering belief in the beauty of the world and of humanity.

HAMSI Boubeker has also composed the music for the documentary Love and Revolution, a film about the life of Kateb Yacine, produced by the C.B.A.

He also composed the soundtrack for the film Une empreinte de la vie, produced by the CVB, as well as for the documentary Le terroir de la mémoire, produced by
the Ministry of the French Community of Belgium. In addition, he has created numerous musical compositions for children’s storytelling projects.
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