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HAMSI Boubeker

2 albums available on all platforms

- HAMSI BOUBEKER, chante les berbères de Kabylie
- Le chant des profondeurs

Octobre 1983 - Manifestation anti-nucléaire - Bruxelles (plus de 400 000 manifestats



A Committed Music

For HAMSI, ar�s�c crea�on is inseparable from humanist commitment.

Throughout his career, he has par�cipated in numerous cultural and solidarity ini�a�ves, expressing a universalist vision summarized in his own words:

“My songs are weapons that bring life.”

From Music to Painting – A Plural Imprint

A mul�disciplinary Brussels-based ar�st of Kabyle origin, HAMSI Boubeker has, since the late 1980s, developed a dis�nc�ve pictorial body of work.

His pain�ngs—luminous, vibrant, and warm—draw their inspira�on from the living memory of Kabylie. They depict scenes rich in emo�on and authen�city,
celebra�ng transmission, tradi�on, and the dignity of popular cultures.

Institutional Recognition

Based in Brussels since 1980, HAMSI Boubeker ac�vely contributes to the promo�on of Kabyle and Mediterranean cultures.

In 1999, he was commissioned to design the decora�on of the Lemonnier premetro sta�on.

This sta�on underwent a major renova�on in 2009 in the presence of several ministers.

That same year, he was awarded the rank of Officer of the Order of the Crown by the Kingdom of Belgium, in recogni�on of his en�re ar�s�c work and
humanitarian commitment.

Les Mains de l’Espoir – A Universal Artistic Project

At the heart of his work, the project Les Mains de l’Espoir embodies a par�cipatory and interna�onal ar�s�c vision.

SPECIAL – INFORMATION
Following the failure of the New York-based company Frederiksberg Records LLC (Vingaard) to comply with its contractual obliga�ons, and upon the
recommenda�on of HAMSI Boubeker’s legal counsel, the ar�st has requested that pla�orms suspend the download and exploita�on of the album Le Chant des
profondeurs.

This precau�onary measure aims to safeguard the ar�st’s full rights, pending
the album’s re-release under his own control.

As of now, two albums are once again available on all pla�orms.
The ar�st has personally overseen the re-release of Le Chant des profondeurs and has taken this opportunity to also make available the album HAMSI Boubeker
chante les Berbères de Kabylie.

Two Iconic Albums – Available on All Platforms

• HAMSI Boubeker chante les Berbères de Kabylie – 1982
• Le Chant des profondeurs – 1988
Recorded in Brussels, these two World Music albums mark the early musical explora�ons of HAMSI Boubeker. They offer a unique dialogue between Kabyle Berber
tradi�on and influences from world music — Irish, Breton, and jazz — revealing a musical language that is both deeply rooted and dis�nctly open.

HAMSI Boubeker – An Oeuvre Between Music, Memory and Commitment

A key figure in the Brussels ar�s�c scene, of Kabyle origin (Algeria), HAMSI Boubeker has, for over four decades, developed a singular and profoundly humanist
body of work at the crossroads of cultures and disciplines.

Inherently mul�disciplinary, his ar�s�c journey is shaped by a constant dialogue between memory, crea�on, and transmission, where each form of expression
enriches and extends the others.

A Musical Work with International Reach

According to data from SABAM, in 2022, HAMSI Boubeker’s musical works crossed borders extensively, being broadcast in numerous countries worldwide,
including the Netherlands, Algeria, Hungary, Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy, Spain, Ireland, the United Kingdom, Norway, Finland, Portugal,
Cyprus, Vietnam, Romania, the Czech Republic, Austria, as well as the United States.

On digital pla�orms, in 2025, his song “Pot Pourri” confirms this growing enthusiasm, with over 1.4 million views on TikTok, reflec�ng increasing interna�onal
interest in his musical universe.

Foundational Musical Roots
Before establishing himself in the field of visual arts, music was the artist’s primary mode of expression.
Trained at the conservatory of Béjaïa and later in Algiers, HAMSI Boubeker developed an early vocal style that is both sensitive and deeply
expressive.
Between 1979 and 1988, he recorded several major works, including Le Chant des profondeurs (1988), a landmark piece proposing an original
dialogue between Kabyle Berber tradition and world music influences.
As early as 1976, he performed with his choir in France (Choralies of Vaison-la-Romaine), and later in England at the Leicester Festival (Europa
Cantat).
Having settled in Belgium in 1978, he performed in numerous concerts in Brussels (Botanique, Ancienne Belgique, Forest National), throughout
Wallonia, and in festivals in Ghent, Bruges, and Ostend.
In 1982, out of solidarity, he gave numerous concerts as part of anti-nuclear, anti-racist, and peace movements.
Between 1983 and 1984, he formed a new group with musicians of diverse origins, renewing his musical approach while preserving its Kabyle
authenticity. He performed in Belgium, France, Germany (Moussem Festival in Düsseldorf), the Netherlands, and Switzerland.
In 1989, he composed the music for the documentary KATEB Yacine, L’Amour et la révolution, produced by the C.B.A.

May 1982 – Concert held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
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Discography
- Si tu veux la paix prépare l’enfance, booklet / 7-inch vinyl – in support of UNICEF, 1988, Belgium
- AFUS DEG FUS, casse�e – Azwaw, 1978, France
- Ad-Yidir, 7-inch vinyl – Azwaw, 1978, France
- CCNAN-UZEMUR, 7-inch vinyl – Azwaw, 1978, France
- HAMSI Boubeker chante les Berbères de Kabylie, LP (12-inch vinyl) – Self-produced, Belgium
- Contes berbères de Kabylie – MEDIA ANIMATION, 1992, Belgium
- Le Chant des profondeurs, LP (12-inch vinyl) – Self-produced, 1995, Belgium
- Houria, 7-inch vinyl – Algeria
- Tameɣra dit gurarin, casse�e – Édi�ons berbères, France
- M’rahba, compila�on – Dutch Radio, Netherlands
- Contes kabyles de mon enfance, CD (French version) – Cordon Musical ASBL, 2014, Belgium
- Le Chant des profondeurs – interna�onal distribu�on by Frederiksberg Records LLC, 2022



TAMEYRA DI TGURARIN 1' 50''
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

AXANAB 4' 01''
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

L’HENNI 3'47''
Tradi�onnel/ Ahmed Oumaziz/ Adapta�on : Hamsi Boubeker

NNUBA B-WEM YAR 2' 15 ''
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

EKERTE AN - NEDDU 3' 08''
Taourirt Hamid, Abdelli/ Hamsi Boubeker

SALAMO 2' 36''
(Tiré du répertoire de l’Ahellil - Timimoun)
Adapta�on : Hamsi Boubeker

POT POURRI 2' 40''
Adapta�on/Hamsi Boubeker

ABRIDIW 3' 39''
Adapta�on/Hamsi Boubeker

Hamsi Boubeker : Rythmique, Bendir, darbouka, guitare, Chant
R.G : Basse rythmique
J.P.A : Percussions, cangas - tambour
A�ir Mimoun : Bendir, percussions
Jeannot Gilles : Violons
J.P Coullon : Flûtes

Prise de son : Daniel Léonl, Studio :CARAMELLE
Mixage : Hamsi Boubeker/Daniel Léon
Maque�e : Alain Chang / Kris Hermann
Illustra�on : Alain Chang
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M'RAHBA 6' 19''
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

LIBERTE 5' 06''
Meziane Rachid, Mar�n Nizet, Chris�an Noeds
Adapta�on bernard Lescolier
Musique Hamsi Boubeker

LISTAAMAR 3'18''
Tradi�onnel/ Adapta�on : Hamsi Boubeker

ITTEBALEM 4’ 13 ‘’
Hamsi Boubeker/Hamsi Boubeker

TANESLITHE 4' 36 ''
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

SINE LETYUR 4' 30''
Taourirt Hamid, Abdelli/ Hamsi Boubeker

TAFETE 4' 15''
Ahmed Oumaziz/ Hamsi Boubeker

Hamsi boubeker : Chant, guitare, percussions, synthé�seur, voix
Debièvre Ariane : Flûtes (traversière, indienne, irlandaise), ghaïta, voix
Geoff Leigh : Saxophone ténor, baryton
Debièsme Pierrot : Guitare électrique, acous�que, mandole, voix
Ongena Alain : Basse électrique
Narcisse Pierre : Ba�erie, congas, darbouka
El Afia Jalil : Bendir, darbouka, qarqabou, hajouj, tablas, voix

Prise de son : Francis Delwell, Studio : D.E.S. Musicland – Bruxelles
Mixage : Hamsi Boubeker/ Mr. Sound Studio
Direc�on ar�s�que, arrangements : Hamsi Boubeker
Illustra�on poche�e : Hamsi Boubeker, Michèle Craps
Photo : Chris�an Collignon

Chants kabyles - Algérie
Bruxelles mai 1988 L
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The two albums by HAMSI Boubeker each bring together eight
tracks deeply rooted in the Kabyle musical tradi�on, while fully
embracing the spirit of world music, reflec�ng its openness and
universality.

Produced in Brussels in 1982 and 1988, these albums respond to a
clear ar�s�c necessity: to carry a music imbued with memory,
iden�ty, and intercultural dialogue beyond borders. At the
crossroads of influences, HAMSI Boubeker offers a body of work in
which the richness of Kabyle soundscapes meets a universal
sensibility, reminding us that it is through harmony that differences
are cul�vated.

HAMSI Boubeker chante les Berbères de Kabylie and Le Chant des
profondeurs thus stand as true odes to freedom, peace, and
fraternity. This commi�ed dimension was notably acknowledged by
Kateb Yacine, who wrote:

“Here is another freedom fighter of song, HAMSI Boubeker. He
carries weapons that do not kill, but weapons that give life.”

The lyrics explore universal and deeply human themes: freedom
(Thilelli), hope (Tafete), celebra�on (I�ebalen), hospitality and the
richness of diversity (M’rahba), freedom of expression (Adrar), as
well as a profound a�achment to Kabylia. The track Adrar highlights
the issue of prisoners of conscience, a reality that persists across
many contemporary contexts.

Through these works, HAMSI Boubeker posi�ons himself within an
ar�s�c approach in which music becomes a universal language,
capable of connec�ng people beyond borders. This perspec�ve,
intrinsic to world music, gives his composi�ons a dis�nc�ve
resonance on the interna�onal stage.

These albums enabled him to perform on numerous stages in
Belgium and abroad, as well as to take part in major fes�vals,
contribu�ng to the interna�onal recogni�on of Kabyle culture
through a global ar�s�c dialogue.

Alongside his musical career, the ar�st has also been ac�vely
involved on a voluntary basis with organiza�ons such as Oxfam,
Ligue des Droits de l’Homme, and UNICEF. Through his
performances, he has supported numerous causes, including the
fight against racism, nuclear disarmament, the defense of migrants’
rights, and the denuncia�on of injus�ce.

His work has also received broad media recogni�on, with numerous
features and coverage across both audiovisual and print media.

HAMSI Boubeker
A Kabyle voice at the heart of world music



“FETE DE LA CITE” – Mouscron – October 1980 – Recorded broadcast on RTBF



During filming for the RTBF news programme, alongside the renowned journalist Jacques Bredal

THE PRESS
Several press articles and television programmes have given favourable reviews, both in Belgium (RTBF, BRT, TELE
BRUXELLES, TV BRUSSEL, etc.) and abroad (Algeria, the Netherlands, Canada, Morocco, Syria,
Tunisia, etc.).
You can watch numerous videos featuring the artist on his YouTube channel. TV programmes, music videos, reports...

1982 - Radio qui Chiffe





RIVOLI Theatre – Utrecht – Netherlands Floreffe Festival – July 1979



Gant festival



Ypres Festival – Belgium



Born in Béjaïa, Algeria, in 1952, HAMSI Boubeker was nurtured by the
enchan�ng stories of his na�ve region, which infused his soul with
immeasurable cultural richness. Despite the turmoil of the Algerian War, his
passion for art always shone like a guiding light, shaping his des�ny.

In 1979, he se�led in Belgium, where his ar�s�c genius flourished through an
eclec�c blend of music, singing, storytelling, and pain�ng. A fearless
autodidact, HAMSI Boubeker has forged his talent with unwavering
determina�on, cap�va�ng minds and hearts with his boundless crea�vity.

From the very beginning, his ar�s�c aura ignited interna�onal stages, his
canvases resona�ng with the rhythms of his Kabyle heritage and his vision of
universal peace. His exhibi�ons, like sensory journeys, have crossed
con�nents—from Brussels to London, from Paris to Assen, from Geneva to
Algiers—cap�va�ng ever-growing audiences with his radiant message of
fraternity.

Yet HAMSI Boubeker does not merely paint; he builds bridges between
cultures, bringing together hands from across the globe to contribute to a
more harmonious world. His ini�a�ve Les Mains de l’Espoir has resonated
across 82 countries, earning recogni�on from UNESCO and touching the
hearts of future genera�ons.

Among his many achievements, his historic mee�ng with Pope Francis at the
Va�can in 2023 remains a powerful symbol of his unwavering commitment to
peace and fraternity.

Through his vibrant works, HAMSI Boubeker celebrates life in all its splendor,
capturing the very essence of humanity with infinite tenderness. His art
transcends borders, uni�ng people in a symphony of colors and smiles,
upholding �meless values of sharing, harmony, and resilience.

A passionate witness to his �me, HAMSI Boubeker immortalizes each moment
and emo�on, offering the world a mirror reflec�ng the beauty and diversity of
our planet. His legacy is that of a man who, through his brushes and words,
shapes a world where culture, peace, and love shine brightly.

Career Path
HAMSI Boubeker, born on April 22, 1952, in Béjaïa (Kabylia, Algeria), spent his
childhood during the Algerian War. He comes from a family of eleven children.
In 1979, he moved to Belgium, where he has lived ever since, obtaining
Belgian ci�zenship in 1990.

A versa�le and self-taught ar�st, HAMSI Boubeker expresses his crea�vity
across mul�ple disciplines, including music, singing, storytelling, and pain�ng.
His reputa�on as an accomplished ar�st is firmly established both in Belgium

and interna�onally, with numerous features dedicated to him in newspapers,
radio, and television in Belgium and abroad. He is the author of several
musical albums and literary works, including children’s tales, art books, poetry
collec�ons, and various catalogues.

He has also co-authored an illustrated cookbook featuring his own artworks
and designs unique calendars that reflect the richness of his ar�s�c universe.

From the outset of his pain�ng career in 1988, HAMSI Boubeker exhibited his
work interna�onally. His first exhibi�on took place at the Musée Charlier in
Brussels in 1989.

In 1991, he par�cipated in the interna�onal exhibi�on PRISMA 90 in Belgium,
where he received a diploma of honor. He also took part in group exhibi�ons,
notably at Galerie PRO ARTE KASPER in Switzerland, where he was awarded a
par�cipa�on diploma. In 1988, as part of the Interna�onal Year of Peace, he
produced a booklet and 7-inch vinyl en�tled “Si tu veux la paix, prépare
l’enfance” in support of UNICEF.

In 1992, he exhibited at the Musée Naïf in Lasne, where he won first prize at
the Interna�onal Compe��on. In 1993, he exhibited at the Africa Center
Gallery in London. As a global ci�zen, he launched in 1994 the interna�onal
ini�a�ve Les Mains de l’Espoir, which brought together par�cipants from
eighty-two countries and was awarded by UNESCO in 2000. To support this
ini�a�ve, he founded the associa�on Afous pour la paix in 1995.

Over the years, HAMSI Boubeker has con�nued to exhibit his work in
numerous pres�gious venues, including the European Parliament in
Strasbourg in 1996, the Emmen Art Center in the Netherlands in 1997, and the
Drents Museum in Assen in 1999.

He also presented his Les Mains de l’Espoir works in Geneva, Switzerland, and
organized the crea�on of a 10 x 10 meter mural for peace at the Interna�onal
Conference Centre during the 3rd Francophonie Youth Gathering, involving
144 young par�cipants from 49 countries, in the presence of Boutros Boutros-
Ghali.

In 2003, he par�cipated in the illustrators’ exhibi�on at the Ins�tut du Monde
Arabe in Paris, and in 2004, he exhibited at the Contemporary Art Center in
Seville, Spain.

Between 2005 and 2006, HAMSI Boubeker created a new collec�on en�tled
Paroles Tissées, inspired by Kabyle Berber mo�fs. This series, composed of 58
banners measuring 53 x 212 cm, was exhibited in Belgium and Algeria in 2012.

HAMSI Boubeker, a multi-talented artist

August 1979 – Vaison-la-Romaine amphitheatre – 8th Choralies



In 2009, his works were used to illustrate the Lemonnier sta�on of the
Brussels metro, and an art film en�tled Empreinte de la vie was dedicated to
him by Yves Gervais and Stéphanie Meyer. That same year, he was awarded
the high dis�nc�on of Officer of the Order of the Crown by Fadila Laanan, in
recogni�on of his en�re ar�s�c and humanitarian career.

He subsequently exhibited at the Schungfabrik Cultural Centre in Kayl, Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg, in 2011, and at the Baya Gallery in the Palace of Culture
in Algiers, Algeria, in 2012.

In 2012, he was honoured as an Honorary Ci�zen of the city of Béjaïa by the
Regional Theatre of Béjaïa. On that occasion, several renowned ar�sts,
including Djamel Allam, took part in the event.

In 2013, he was decorated for the second �me as Knight of the Order of the
Belgian Cross, a dis�nc�on awarded by the Royal Philanthropic Society of the
Decorated and Medalled of Belgium. That same year, he exhibited in his
hometown of Béjaïa at the Regional Theatre, in the presence of Fadila Laanan.

In 2014, he exhibited at the Hôtel de Ville de Paris during the 20th Maghreb
des Livres, as well as at the Art Company Gallery in Brussels.

In 2015, he returned to exhibit at the Schungfabrik in Kayl, Luxembourg. In
2016, the Musée Charlier devoted a major retrospec�ve to him en�tled La
Terre est mon village, presen�ng more than 70 works. On this occasion, he
was named Honorary Ci�zen of the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode.
That same year, he presented the same collec�on at the Orangerie of the
Château de Sucy-en-Brie in France.

In 2017, he exhibited his collec�on Mo�fs Tissés at the Algerian Cultural
Centre in Paris (April), followed by La Terre est mon village at Galerie-Fedac�o
in Brussels (May). In April and May 2018, he presented Paroles �ssées, a series
of works inspired by Kabyle mo�fs, at The Black Wall in Brussels. In July and
August of the same year, he exhibited again at the Palace of Culture in Algiers,
at the Baya Gallery.

In 2019, he exhibited at the Intercommunal Media Library of Longwy in
France. That same year, he was appointed as a member of the Interna�onal
Jury for the compe��on “PAIX, Youth in the Service of Peace”, organised by
France Télévisions and UNESCO. Between October and December 2019, he
also exhibited at the Flemish Cultural Centre of Forest in Brussels.

In May 2022, HAMSI Boubeker exhibited several works at Espace Art Gallery in
Brussels and signed a contract with the New York-based company
Frederiksberg Records LLC for the official reissue and distribu�on of his LP Le
Chant des profondeurs.

In April and May 2023, he exhibited his collec�on Kabylie de mon enfance at
the Algerian Cultural Centre in Paris, as well as another collec�on en�tled Le
Hammam at EXPO ATELIER 64 in Brussels.

On Wednesday, May 31, 2023, HAMSI Boubeker had the honour of mee�ng
Pope Francis at the Va�can, where he personally presented his artwork Paix
fraternelle (acrylic and ink on paper, 30 × 40 cm), created from the tracing of

his hand and accompanied by a message of peace. This work is part of the
interna�onal ini�a�ve Les Mains de l’Espoir, launched by the ar�st in
collabora�on with children from more than 82 countries.

He was also appointed by the Brussels-Capital Region Public Transport
Infrastructure Directorate to design and supervise the reintegra�on and
expansion of the exis�ng artwork Les Mains de l’Espoir in the future
Lemonnier tram sta�on in Brussels. This sta�on will become a unique space
dedicated to peace, featuring new colourful works created from handprints of
Nobel Peace Prize laureates, as well as figures from the ar�s�c, humanitarian,
spor�ng, spiritual worlds, and anonymous individuals commi�ed to human
rights.

On May 25, 2024, he received the Interna�onal “États d’Âmes” Prize, with the
dis�nc�on “Lauriers d’Or”, for his exhibi�on La Terre est mon village (2022) at
Espace Art Gallery in Brussels.

As part of the crea�on of a space dedicated to the history of Béjaïa, located in
the port terminal reserved for travellers, his artwork La Cruche (acrylic on
canvas) was reproduced and installed at the entrance, alongside that of the
renowned ar�st Baya. HAMSI Boubeker was the only ar�st from Béjaïa
selected for this honour.

From September to October 2024, he exhibited his collec�on Mo�fs �ssés at
Espace Delahaut in Evere. That same year, he created a new collec�on of
around thirty portraits en�tled Femmes kabyles : Héritage et iden�té, which
he exhibited in December 2024 at EXPO ATELIER 64 in Brussels, and later at
CRIC Charleroi in January 2025. At the same �me, he devoted himself to co-
wri�ng and illustra�ng new tales as part of the collec�on Contes kabyles de
mon enfance.

In May 2025, he exhibited his illustra�ons Contes de mon enfance at Bib Josse,
the municipal library of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode, with the par�cipa�on of
Chafiaa KHEMSI, co-author and translator of the work.

At the end of May, together with Chafiaa KHEMSI, he co-founded the cultural
and humanitarian associa�on RÉMINISCENCE, of which he serves as president.

From June 21 to September 13, 2025, the Province of Liège devoted a major
retrospec�ve to the ar�st at the pres�gious B3 – Passage des Arts. The
exhibi�on, en�tled La Terre est mon village – Une exposi�on qui nous
ressemble, qui nous rassemble, unfolded across seven thema�c spaces, each
presen�ng a diversity of works representa�ve of his universe. Alongside the
exhibi�on, workshops—including plate pain�ng, Les Mains de l’Espoir, and
storytelling inspired by his crea�ons—brought together children and adults in
warm and crea�ve moments.

On January 17–18, 2026, as part of Yennayer’Art, he exhibited during the
celebra�on of the Amazigh New Year (2976) at the Grande Mosquée de Paris.
From February 5 to 27, 2026, an exhibi�on of illustra�ons Contes de mon
enfance by HAMSI Boubeker and Chafiaa KHEMSI was held at the Town Hall of
E�erbeek.

With his radiant and mul�coloured pain�ng, HAMSI Boubeker casts upon the world a childlike gaze, presen�ng it as he wishes it to be—bathed in sunlight, filled
with laughter, sca�ered with joyful colours, vibrant with life, and grounded in peace, harmony, and sharing. He posi�ons himself as a messenger of Kabyle
culture—an oral tradi�on deeply dear to him—whose immense richness might have faded into oblivion without his work of preserva�on and transmission.

Deeply in love with life and profoundly a�en�ve to the people he encounters, HAMSI Boubeker leaves a trace of every experience, every mee�ng, and every
memory within his work, as if to bear witness to his unwavering belief in the beauty of the world and of humanity.

HAMSI Boubeker has also composed the music for the documentary Love and Revolu�on, a film about the life of Kateb Yacine, produced by the C.B.A.

He also composed the soundtrack for the film Une empreinte de la vie, produced by the CVB, as well as for the documentary Le terroir de la mémoire, produced by
the Ministry of the French Community of Belgium. In addi�on, he has created numerous musical composi�ons for children’s storytelling projects.



July 1976 – Europa Canta International – Leicestershire – United KingdomAugust 1972 – Nyons – France



2009 – Works by HAMSI Boubeker – Lemonnier Tram Station – Brussels



PRESS KIT

CONTACT : +32 473 28 46 64 - Info@hamsi.be

Design and illustra�on: HAMSI Boubeker for ASBL REMINISCENCE

-HAMSI BOUBEKER, chante les Berbères de Kabylie
- Le chant des profondeurs


